
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

January Evening Meeting
Thursday, January 28, 2016

Midwestern Migration
Kathryn Miller Marshall, PhD

Kathryn Marshall holds a PhD in Psychology from UC 
Berkeley, where for eight years she taught about the 
relationship of beliefs, attitudes and behavior. Kathryn is a 
frequent speaker at conferences and county historical 
society workshops. She served at the Lodi Family History 
Center for 16 years, 14 years as its Director. Kathryn’s 
curriculum augmentation book, Discovery of California 
Gold, is distributed to elementary school teachers 
throughout the state. She has written biographical sketches 
of pioneers and interpretative panels for museum exhibits,  
edited historical reference books, and published maps of 
the transportation networks between the Great Salt Lake 
Basin and California. After years of painstaking research, 
Kathryn is writing a history of the first shipload of 
American families to reach California after the Bear Flag 
Revolt. These fleeing refugees became the surprising 
transformers of Yerba Buena into the vibrant city of San 
Francisco.

Last year, Kathryn presented Maritime Migration to our 
group, which was very well received. This month she will 
present Midwestern Migration.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, February 8, 2016

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library

The February Day Study group meeting will explore Mar-
riage Records.

B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 
Requests for specific topics are appreciated.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, February 11, 2016

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2014 Q and A

The FTM User Group does meet in December. The FTM 
User Group meeting will continue to look at Family Tree 
Maker 2014. We will also take time for questions and 
answers on any version of the program. 

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

(Return to Table of Contents)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy New Year and welcome 
to the 36th year of the Placer 
County Genealogical Society.
I am pleased to be serving 
another year as your President 

and want to again thank all who have supported this 
organization in 2015 in so many capacities.

I hope everyone had a great holiday season with 
family and friends, I sure did.

I want to tell you about my favorite genealogical gift 
which was quite the surprise.  My brother sent a small 
package which I immediately thought would be an 
updated family photo but when opened I found three 
DVD’s.  To my delight, my brother had had all of the 
old family 8mm and Super 8 film transferred to DVD 
format.  I had long forgotten what was on these films 
and there were many things from my childhood 
including all of my grandparents, aunts, uncles, and 
cousins from both sides of the family.  It really 
brought my genealogy to life!

It was fun sharing these with my family and 
explaining what and who they were seeing for the first
time. I now am adding to my 2016 “To Do” list the 
conversion of films I have for my sons.

May you have a happy, healthy 2016!

(Return to Table of Contents)

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the 
Placer County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604
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PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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Declining Desktop Software Market 

A year ago The Master Genealogist ceased being sold by 
Wholly Genes and Wholly Genes closed up shop. A year 
later Ancestry announced they would no longer sell Family
Tree Maker as of the end of December 31, 2015. Family 
Tree Maker (FTM) was the best selling genealogy software
and Ancestry indicated that due to the declining desktop 
software market they are unable to provide product 
enhancements or support for FTM. 

I will intersperse my comments into the Ancestry blog 
postings using bold italics.

Posted by Kendall Hulet, Senior Vice President of Product 
Management at Ancestry, on December 8, 2015 

We remain dedicated to helping people gain new levels of 
understanding about their lives, and who and what led to 
them, harnessing the information found in family trees, 
historical records and genetics. As a company, we’re also 
continually evaluating ways to focus our efforts to provide 
the most impact and best product experience for our users 
through our core offerings.

True to this focus, we’ve taken a hard look at the declining 
desktop software market and the impact this has on being 
able to continue to provide product enhancements and 
support that our users need. With that, we’ve made the 
decision to stop selling Family Tree Maker as of December
31, 2015. [This is their decision and it does not appear 
that the user base has any meaningful input.]
Our subscription business and website, on the other hand, 

continue to grow and we are doubling down our efforts to 
make that experience even better for our Ancestry 
community.

Ancestry will continue to support current owners of Family
Tree Maker at least through January 1, 2017. During this 
time, all features of the software, including TreeSync™, 
will continue to work, and Member Services will be 
available to assist with user questions. [The ability to sync 
your Ancestry tree with your FTM file is a very valuable 
resource. Everything including the ability to sync will be 
supported until the end of this year.] ] We will also 
address major software bugs that may occur, as well as 
compatibility updates. [I seriously doubt that there will be 
any updates to FTM over the next year. I have reported 
several long term issues which Ancestry has yet to 
address. Ancestry may just be considering them minor 
software bugs.]

Posted by Kendall Hulet, Senior Vice President of Product 
Management at Ancestry, on December 9, 2015 

Following the last Family Tree Maker desktop software 
announcement, we’ve seen your outpouring of comments, 
questions and the concerns you have raised. I’ve read 
through many of your comments personally, and I want 
you to know that we truly value you as customers and your 
feedback. [I didn't see a single positive comment in all the
more than 10,000 comments that were posted}

Here are three key things I’d like to re-assure you of after 
reading through your comments:
We are fully committed to supporting Family Tree Maker 
through at least the end of 2016 with all available support 
from member services, including technical issues, product 
issues, updates and attention to the product. You will be 
able to use the software, exactly as you do now, including 
TreeSync, for at least the next year. [No changes for the 
next year.}
We are exploring possible relationships with other desktop 
software solutions that would make it possible for their 
products to integrate with Ancestry. I don't believe this 
will happen. Ancestry gains nothing in supporting an 
API for other software companies to utilize. They might 
as well keep supporting FTM.]
We are exploring options to bring more reports and related 
functionality from Family Tree Maker into the online 
service. Stay tuned for updates on this over the coming 
year. [They have a long ways to go, right now the only 
report available is a pedigree report – data input 
compared to FTM is about in the same.]

We’ve put together an FAQ to address many of the other 
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questions you’ve raised. Our member services team is also 
available for further questions.

What happens to Family Tree Maker at the end of next 
year? 

We are committed to helping our users through this 
transition. Towards the end of 2016, we will assess our 
progress toward a smooth transition for our customers and 
review our support commitment at that time. [Ancestry has
a major job to make a smooth transition from FTM to 
their online trees. There are some features that will be 
difficult if not impossible to implement.]

After January 1, 2017, features that require connectivity to 
Ancestry, such as TreeSync, uploading and downloading 
trees and media, and Web Search, may no longer be 
supported. Most Family Tree Maker features are designed 
to work offline, and should continue to function unless a 
change on your computer, such as an operating system 
update, causes the functionality to break. [They indicated 
in the earlier posting that they were exploring possible 
relationships with other software companies – since they 
will not be supporting their own software don't expect to 
see them support someone else.]

Will features such as charts, reporting and publishing be 
made available on Ancestry? 

We are continuously exploring new options to make the 
experience better for all users and currently we’re looking 
into ways to bring desired features from Family Tree 
Maker into the online experience – such as report 
functionality or the ability to replace one instance of a 
change throughout your entire family tree. [They have a 
long way to go in this arena. I don't believe that they will 
be able to bring enough of the FTM features into their 
Ancestry Member Trees.]

Will third party providers be able to integrate with 
Ancestry family trees? 

We are exploring possible relationships with other desktop 
software solutions that would make it possible for their 
products to integrate with Ancestry API. Stay tuned. 
[Again this is highly unlikely but if implemented would 
be a winner for the company implementing the features.] 

What happens to the family tree I’ve created using Family 
Tree Maker? Will it continue to be accessible?

You will continue to be able to access your data through 
the desktop software beyond Jan. 1, 2017, however over 
time there will be a gradual degradation of features. You 
can always export your tree and save it. [They have 

indicated that media download will not be supported so 
the export will be only the old GEDCOM format. They 
state “Note: GEDCOM files are text-only. Any pictures, 
charts, books, views, or similar items found in the 
original file will not be included in the GEDCOM. Vital 
information, notes, and sources are usually retained after
conversion.”]

When will you stop selling Family Tree Maker software?

We will stop selling the desktop software on December 31, 
2015, however we will continue to fully support Family 
Tree Maker at least one full year until January 1, 2017. 
Until January 1, 2017, you will be able to continue to use 
the product and its full functionality, as you do today. [You 
may be able to find FTM on the shelf at one of the local 
business shops.] 

Which versions of Family Tree Maker will Ancestry 
continue to support?

Ancestry will continue to support all versions of Family 
Tree Maker at their current functionality until January 1, 
2017.

Will I be able to download my full tree?

You can continue to download trees as a GEDCOM file. 
Users can also download and save historical records and 
media attached to individuals in their family trees. [The 
download of media is a one at a time process Again they 
say “Note: GEDCOM files are text-only. Any pictures, 
charts, books, views, or similar items found in the 
original file will not be included in the GEDCOM. Vital 
information, notes, and sources are usually retained after
conversion.”]

Is Ancestry looking to sell Family Tree Maker, as you did 
with MyCanvas?

Presently there are no plans to sell Family Tree Maker 
software. Interesting that they are not interested in selling
FTM to someone else especially when they don't want to 
support it..]

(Return to Table of Contents)
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PCGS T-Shirts

100 percent pre shrunk cotton fabric. Made locally in 
Auburn California. Sizes Small to XX Large. Price: $15.00
each. Good to wear to genealogy events such as Meetings, 
Seminars and Genealogical Classes locally, National and 
International. When others see the name Placer County it 
can make a curiosity that they will as “Where is Placer 
County?” or if they are familiar with it perhaps they will 
ask if you know a certain person or family from Placer 
County. Who knows, it may be one you are researching. 
You may contact Audrey Meyers for ordering and 
information. You may leave her voice mail on the PCGS 
voice mail at (866) 894-2076.

Also available are name badges that can be ordered with 
names you are researching. To order please see our 
Registrar, Robin Marshall, at our General Meetings at 
Placer County Library, 350 Nevada Street, Auburn, on the 
4th Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 9:00 PM except 
for November and December.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). To
switch from one mode to the other, you should unsubscribe
from one and then subscribe to the other. There is no "no 
mail" mode – if you want messages to stop, you should 
simply unsubscribe. You may also search or browse the 
archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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2016 Meeting Schedule

Board Meeting
Wednesday one week prior to General Meeting,
(except July, August, December)
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
Conference Room, LDS Auburn Stake, 1255 Bell Road, 
Auburn 
01/20/2016 04/20/2016          09/14/2016
02/17/2016 05/18/2016          10/19/2016
03/16/2016 06/15/2016          11/09/2016 

Day Study Group
2nd Monday, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
(except July, August, December)
Beecher Room, Auburn-Placer County Library, 350 
Nevada Street, Auburn
01/11/2016 04/11/2016         09/12/2016
02/08/2016 05/09/2016         10/10/2016
03/14/2016 06/13/2016         11/14/2016

Family Tree Maker User Group
2nd Thursday, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
Conference Room, LDS Auburn Stake, 1255 Bell Road, 
Auburn
01/14/2016              05/12/2016                09/08/2016 
02/11/2016 06/09/2016         10/13/2016 
03/10/2016 07/14/2016         11/10/2016
04/14/2016 08/11/2016         12/08/2016

General Meeting
4th Thursday, 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
(except - November & December)
Auburn-Placer County Library, 350 Nevada Street, Auburn

01/28/2016 05/26/2016          09/22/2016
02/25/2016 06/23/2016          10/27/2016 
03/24/2016 07/28/2016        *11/21/2016 
04/28/2016 08/25/2016
*Monday Prior to Thanksgiving 

How to Begin Seminar 
TO BE DETERMINED – May move to Spring 2017
Saturday , 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Beecher Room, Auburn-Placer County Library

Newsletter Meeting (Lunch & then Newsletter)
Wednesday one week prior to General Meeting and after 
Board Meeting, (except - July, August, December)
12:15 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Sizzler Restaurant, 13570 Lincoln Way, Auburn
01/20/2016 04/20/2016          09/14/2016
02/17/2016 05/18/2016          10/19/2016
03/16/2016 06/15/2016          11/09/2016

 (Return to Table of Contents)

November/December General Meeting

Miscellaneous pictures from our annual sharing 
meeting. A very interesting meeting as everyone 
shared their stories and valued possessions.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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 Two Newsletter Delivery Options Available

Individual and family memberships pay the same dues rate.
However, we have two new dues rates based on how you 
receive your Placer Trails newsletter.

1) For $10 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically on the Internet; a paper copy will not be 
mailed to you. 

2) For $15 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically and also continue to receive a printed, paper
copy of the newsletter in the mail.

A notice will be sent out on the newsletter mailing list 
when each new issue of the newsletter is published. The 
notice will include a link to the newsletter file, which you 
can download or view online. The electronic version of the 
newsletter is published in PDF format and can be viewed 
using the free Adobe Acrobat Reader. If you prefer to read 
your newsletter on paper, but want to take advantage of the
lower dues rate, you can print out the newsletter from your 
computer at home. 

The bylaws amendment, as adopted by the membership on 
October 27, 2005, changes only ARTICLE 3, SECTION 4, 
PARAGRAPH (b), which now reads as follows:

The annual dues payable to the corporation by members shall be
on a calendar year basis and shall be due on the first day of 
January in such amounts as follows:

(1) Electronic rate: $10.00 per individual or family. This rate 
shall entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or 
delivery of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices.

(2) Mail rate: $15.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies
of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices. 

With the electronic rate it is important that you keep 
the registrar updated with your e-mail address.

Dues are due on January 1.
(Return to Table of Contents)

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society

PO Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
First Middle Last

  ________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name

Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Street

________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip Code

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Area Code)

E-Mail: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Spouse’s e-mail for family membership)

Electronic Rate Membership:   $10.00 $______________

Mail Rate Membership:  $15.00 $______________

Book Fund Contribution:   $______________
Total Enclosed:   $_____________

Electronic Rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or delivery of the corporation's newsletter
and meeting notices. Mail rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies of the corporation's

newsletter and meeting notices. Note: At this time a family membership is defined as two or more persons residing at a single mailing
address. You are encouraged to register a family membership. Family memberships are entitled to one vote per family member in

attendance at meetings, not to exceed two votes per family. (File Version: November 2010)
(Return to Table of Contents)
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – January 28, 2016 Midwestern Migration with Kathryn Miller 
Marshall, PhD

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – February 11, 2016 Marriage Records Barbara Leak leads
the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – February 14, 2016 – Family Tree Maker 2014 
Q&A with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the LDS 
Church on Bell Road. All members are welcome to attend please check with a board member to confirm date and time.

(Return to Table of Contents)

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

(Return to Table of Contents)

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
February 1, 2016

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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